FAMILY AND PARENTAGE                        3

Private and even public vices have not proved
obstacles to the ambition of men far more criminal and
not less profligate. In public life Mirabeau had, as we
shall see, principles, and to these principles he was
essentially faithful; nor was he without private virtues,
or at least such amiable qualities as pass current for
virtues in social intercourse. It would be unjust to
compare him with an unscrupulous time-server like
Talleyrand, or even, as was done by his father, to a
mischievous and entirely selfish intriguer like the
Cardinal de Betz, and he would certainly have recoiled
with horror from such a crime as the execution of the
Duke of Enghien. How came it, then, that talents so
great proved so unprofitable to him who was endowed
with them, and of so little service to his country ? The
answer to this question is to be found not in anything
that Mirabeau said or did after he had become a member
of the Assembly, but in the circumstances of his previous
life.

Gabriel Honor^ de Eiqueti was born on the 9th of
March 1749 at Le Bignon, near JSTemours, the favourite
residence of his father, the Marquis of Mirabeau, the
disciple and successor of Quesnai, renowned, and at
that time still admired, as "the Friend of Humanity."
Gabriel Honore was the fifth child and the second son.
His elder brother had died in his third year from
drinking the contents of an inkhorn, the victim of a
taste strangely abnormal, though not without a certain
appropriateness In the child of a family singularly
addicted to the use and abuse of that liquid.

No Montmorency or Eohan could exceed the Marquis
of Mirabeau in pride of birth. The orator was fond of